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power and influence in the Near East. Thus all hopes of
a Romano-Tatar crusade to crush Egypt and save the Holy
Places were extinguished in the course of the fifteenth
century.
In the meantime, other great movements had shaken the
very foundation of the medieval world. The revival of
classical scholarship had changed the old conception of
life and learning, and the age of discoveries opened up
new fields for expansion and furnished Europe with new
bones of contention. The interests of the West became
more oceanic than Levantine, and the zeal for the crusade
was on the wane. Egypt, hitherto head of the Islamic
world, succumbed to the conquering arm of the Turk
(1517) and sank into the obscurity of one of the darkest
ages in all her history, while the dawn of Modern History
broke over Europe with the Renaissance,